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SANCTISSIMI DOMINI NOSTRI DOMINI 



LEONIS 

DIVINA PROVIDENTIA 

PAPAS XII. 

EPISTOLA ENCYCLlCA 



AD OMNES PATRIARCHAS, PRIMATES, 
ARCHI EPISCOPOS, ET EPISCOPOS. 



VENERABILIBUS FRATRIBUS PATRIARCHIS, PRIMATIBUS, 
ARCHIEPISCOPIS, ET EPISCOPIS. 

LEO PAPA XII. 



Venerabiles Fratres salutem, et Apostolicam Benedictionem. 

Ubi primum ad Summi Pontificatus apicem 
evecti fuimus, stati m cum S. Leone Magno clamare caepimus 
“ Domine audivi auditum tuum, et timui : consideravi opera tua, 
et expavi. Quid enim tam insolitum, tam pavendum, quam 
labor fragili, sublimitas humili, dignitas non merenti ? Et 
tamen non desperamus, neque deficimus, quia non de nobis, sed 
de illo praesumimus, qui operatur in nobis, (a) Haec ille nun- 
quam satis laudandus Pontifex pro animi sui demissione ; Nos 
pro veritate dicimus, et confitemur. 

Nobis equidem erat iu votis, Vos quam cito alloqui, Vene- 
rabiles Fratres, et nostri cordis sensus vobis aperire : vobis, 
inquam, qui esti* Corona Nostra, et gaudium; atque adeo 
confidimus, concreditosvobis Greges vestrum quoque gau- 
dium, et coronam esse. Verum partim Apostolici muneris 
nostri gravissimis curis distenti; partim, imo praecipue, quia 
diuturna valetudine tristati fuimus, desiderium nostrum, heu 
nimium dolentes ! hactenus implere nequivimus. Sed dives in 
misericordia Deus, qui petentibus, et cum fiducia orantibus su- 

(a) Sera. 3. de Natali ipsius habit, in Amur. Assum pt. Sum ad Summi 
Pontif, munusEcuf. Ball. 
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perabundanter dona sua largitur, quique dedit velle, dat nunc et 
perficere. Nec vero silentium nostrum, quo huc usque uti 
coacti fuimus, solamine omnino caruit. Qui enim consolatur 
humiles, consolatus est Nos Deus in religioso Vestrae devo- 
tionis affectu, et aemulatione pro Nobis, in qua pietatem Chris- 
tianae unitatis apprime agnoscimus, ita ut magis gauderemus, 
et Deo ageremus gratias. Itaque in dilectionis Nostrae argu- 
mentum has Vobis damus Litteras, ut majores stimulos ad vias 
divinorum mandatorum currendas Vobis adjungamus ; et ad 
praeliandum fortius praelia Domini. Ex quo net> ut de profectu 
Dominici Gregis glorietur cura Pastoris. 

Non ignoratis, VV. FF., quod Apostolus Petrus (6) Epis- 
copos docuit hisce verbis “ Pascite qui in vobis est Gregem 
Dei providentes non coacte, sed spontanee secundum Deum, 
neque turpis Ium gratia, sed voluntarie, neque ut dominantes 
in Cleris, sed facti forma Gregis ex animo/’ 

JETinc jam probe percipitis quaenam vobis proposita sit 
acendi ratio, et quibus virtutibus animum vestrum magis ma- 
gisque excolere, qua uberiori scientia exornare, quosque pietatis, 
ac dilectionis fructus non facere solum, sed cum Grege parti- 
cipare debeatis. Sic profecto ministerii vestri finem asseque- 
Hpiii, sic facti forma Gregis ex animo, et quibus lac, quibus 
escam praebentes. Gregem ipsum non solum doctrina informa- 
bitis, sed etiam opere, et exemplo ad tranquillam in Christo 
Jesu vitam ,hic peragendam, et ad feternam Beatitudinem 
Vobiscum consequendam perducetis; dicente eodem Aposto- 
lorum Capite “ Et cum apparuerit Princeps Pastorum percipietis 
immarcescibilem gloriae coronam.” 

Plura quidem Vobis memorare optaremus, nonnulla tantum 
delibabimus, uberius subinde acturi de gravioribus, prout tris- 
tissimi hujus temporis postulat necessitas. 

Quae de promovendis ad Minores, et praesertim ad Sacros 
Ordines cum magna cautela, ac nonnisi rebus bene perpensis 
Nes Apostolus docuit his verbis ad Timotheum, (c) “ Manus 
cito nemini imposueris quae de Pastoribus ad Curam Ani- 
marum in Vestra Dioecesi constituendis, quaeque de Clericorum 
Seminariis Tridentina Synodus ( d ) statuerit, et postea a Prae- 
decessoribus Nostris fuerint dijucidata : ita sunt Vobis perspecta, 
ut proinde in his diutius immorari opus non sit. 

Nostis etiam, VV. FF., quanti habenda, et quam exacte 
observanda sit personalis in Vestra Dioecesi Desidentia, ad 
quam vi muneris vestri obligati estis; quod praecipue patet ex 
pluribus Conciliorum decretis, et Apostolicis Constitutionibus, 
quodque confirmatum fuit a Sacrosancta Tridentina Synodo (e) 
his verbis “ Cum praecepto divino mandatum sit omnibus, quibus 

(6) Epist. 1. Cap. 5. (c) Ibidem. - (d) Sess. 23. Cap. 18. 

(e) Sess. 23. de Refor. Cap. 1. 
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Animarum cura commissa est, oves suas agnoscere, p ro his 
Sacrificium offe rre ^ verbique divini praedicatione, Sacramen- 
torum adminlstratione, ac bonorum omnium operum exemplo 
pascere, pauperum, aliarumque miserabilium personarum curam 
paternam gerere, et in caetera munia pastoralia incumbere, quae 
omnia nequaquam ab iis praestari, et impleri possunt, qui Gregi 
suo non invigilant, neque assistunt, sed Mercenariorum more 
deserunt: Sacrosancta Synodus eos admonet, et hortatur, ut 
divinorum praeceptorum memores, factique forma Gregis in 
judicio, et veritate pascant, et regant.” Nos quoque tanti, 
tamque gravis muneris obligatione perculsi, et zelo gloriam Dei 
zelantes, eos, qui praeceptum hocce Exacte implent ex animo 
commendamus, et eos, si qui sunt, qui hisce Ecclesiasticis 
Sanctionibus non parent (esse autem in tanto Pastorum numero, 
etsi non mirum, dolendum tamen), per viscera misericordiae 
Jesu Christi admonemus, hortamur, et obsecramus, pt seri6 
meditentur, Supremum Judicem ovium suarum sanguinem de 
manibus eorum exquisiturum, judiciumque durissimum his, qui 
praesunt, esse facturum. ^ 

Quae quidem formidanda sententia, ut jam plane nostis, non 
eos solum percellit, qui personaliter residere negligunt, vel inani 
aliquo praetextu eam effugere student ; sed illos quoque, qui 
Visitatioois onus suscipere, atque excqui secundum Canonicas 
praescriptiones immeriti recusant. Numquam enim Tridentini 
decreto satisfacient, nisi personaliter ad oves accedere curent, 
et instar boni Pastoris bonas foveant, errantes verd quaerant, et 
ad Ovile, qua fortiter, qua suaviter clamando, et agendo, tan- 
dem aliquando perducant. 

Qui verd Episcopi vel Residentiae, vel Visitationis praeceptis 
non ea, qua decet, sollicitudine parere nituntur, Supremi Pas- 
toris Salvatoris Nostri tremendum non evadent judicium cau- 
sando, haec munera se per idoneos Ministros obiisse. 

Ipsisruet enim, non Ministris, Gregum suorum cura concre- 
dita est : Ipsis peculiaris Spiritus Sancti gratia : Ipsis et Cha- 
rismatum dona fuere promissa. Ex quo fit, ut oves proprii 
Pastoris mult6 libentius, quam Vicarii vocem audiant* et a 
proprii, Pastor is quam a Vicarii manu salubria alimenta fiduci- 
alius petant ac l^thM^Mumo^uaflipiaxii, tamquam a manu Do- 
mini, cujus in Episcopis suis venerantur personam; quae omnia, 
praeter hactenus dicta, ipsa etiam rerum magistra experientia 
satis superque confirmat. 

Haec Vobis scripsisse, VV. FF., per se sufficeret^ Vobis, 
inquam, qui nec ingrati estis tacendo de donis, nec superbi prae- 
sumendo de meritis. ( f ) Tales profecti eos decet esse, qui de 
virtute in virtutem ire, et progredi ardenti animo cupiunt, Ve- 

(/) S. Leo Serm. 5 de Nat. ipsius. 
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ferumque, ac Recentiorum Sanctorum Antistitum exempla 
aemulantes, Ecclesiae hostes se profligasse, corruptosque refor- 
masse mores in Domino gloriantur : Sed menti vestrae perpetub 
ebversetur aurea S. Leonis Magni Sententia : (g) “ Nec tam fe- 
lix capitur in hoc agone victoria, ut non etiam post triumphos 
surgant rediviva certamina." 

Quanta verb, et quam saeva nostris hisce temporibus sur- 
rexere, et ferme quotidie surgunt adversus Catholicam Reli- 
gionem certamina ! Quis ea recolendo, ac meditando lacrymas 
teneat ? 

Animum intendite, W. FF., “ Non est parva scintilla, 
de qua loquitur S. Hieronymus ( h ), non, inquam, parva scintilla, 
quae pene dum cernitur non videtur : non modicum fermentum, 
quod res modica videtur ^oed flamma, qu» pane totum orbem 
populari nititur , er moenia, urbes, latissimos saltus, regionesque 
consumere; sed fermentum, quod farinae conspersum totam 
massam pertentat corrumpere." In hac ergo materia trepida- 
tionis Apostolatus Nostri Servitus omnino deficeret, nisi non 
dormitaret, neque obdormiret, qui custodit Israel, quique dis- 
cipulis suis ait “ Ecce Ego vobiscum sum omnibus diebus usque 
ad consummationem Saeculi" et nisi dignaretur non solum custos 
ovium, sed ipsorum etiam Pastor esse Pastorum (i). 

At : quorsum haec ? Secta quaedam, Vobis certe non ignota, 
Philosophiae nomen immeriti sibi usurpans inordinatas omnium 
propemodum errorum phalanges e cineribus excitavit. Haec 
siquidem blandam pietatis et liberali tatis speciem praeseferens 
Tollerantismym~4f ic enim ajunt) seu Indifferentismum profi- 
tEttir, atque extollit non modo in rebus civilibus, de quo non est 
Nobis Sermo, verum etiam in Religionis negotio, docens, am- 
plam unicuique libertatem a Deo metam esse, ut quae cuique 
secta juxta suum privatum judicium, vel opinio arriserit, eam 
quisque sine salutis periculo, ampleeti, vel adoptare valeat. Con- 
tra quam delirantium hominum impietatem sic nos monet Apos- 
tolus Paulus (Z) “ Rogo autem vos, Fratres, ut observetis eos, 
qui dissentiones et offendicula praeter doctrinam, quam didicis- 
tis, faciunt, et declinato ab illis. Hujuscemodi enim Christo 
Domino Nostro non serviunt, sed suo ventri, et per dulces 
sermones, et benedictiones seducunt corda Innocentium." 

Equidem, non novus hic error, sed novo audaciori modo 
nostris hisce temporibus adversus Catholicae Fidei firmitatem, 
et integritatem debacchatur. Refert namque ex Rhodone 
Eusebius (m) insaniam hanc jam prolatam fuisse ab Apelle 
quodam secundi saeculi Haeretico asserente, “ non esse omnino 

( g ) S. Leo Serm. 5. de Nat. ipsasi. ( h ) In Epist. ad Galat. Lib. 3. Cap. 5,. 

(i) S. Leo Cit. Serm. 5. ('/'i Epist. ad Rom. Cap. 16. 

(m) Lib. 5. Hist. Ecol. 
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examinandam fidem, sed unumquemque in eo, quod semel imbt- 
bisset, perstare oportere. Quippe eos, qui in Crucifixo spem 
suam collocassent, servandos esse affirmabat, Apelles , dum- 
modo in bonis operibus deprehenderentur/ 7 Re tonus quoque, 
teste Augustino (w), omnes Haereticos recte ambulare, et vera 
dicere effutiebat. Quod ita est absurdum , subdit S. Pater, ut 
mihi incredibile videatur . Porro lndifferentismus iste adeo 
percrebuisse et grassari dignoscitur, ut non solum sectas omnes, 
quae extra Catholicam Ecclesiam sunt, et revelationem tam- 
quam basim, et fundamentum oretenus admittunt, sed illas etiam 
societates quae, spreta Divina revelatione, purum Deismum , 
imd purum Naturatismum profitentur, illas quoque omnes recte 
ambulare impudenter contendat. Res absurda certe, idque 
jure ac merito, lndifferentismus Retorii S. Augustino visus est, 
et tamen quibusdam limitibus continebatur. At quae Tolleran- 
tia ad Deismum etiam, et Naturalismum extenditur, quae anti- 
quis quoque Haereticis improbata fuit, probari ne unquam pote- 
rit ab homine ratione utente? Attamen (heu tempora! heu 
mendax philosophia !) ab hujusmodi pseudo — philosophis pro- 
batur, defenditur, commendatur. 

Sane non defuerunt plures egregii Scriptores, qui veram 
philosophiam professi monstrum hoc data opera conterere invic- 
tis argumentis aggressi sunt. Sed res est ade6 per se evidens, 
impossibile esse, Deum summe veracem, ipsam immo summam 
veritatem, optimum, ac sapientissimum Provisorem, Bonorumque 
Remuneratorem Sectas omnes falsa dogmata, et saepe inter se 
pugnantia, ac contradictoria dictantes approbare, easque profi- 
tentibus aeterna praemia largiri, ut supervacaneum sit de Itis 
plura contexere. Habemus enim firmiorem propheticum ser- 
monem , Vobisque scribentes Sapientiam loquimur inter perfec- 
tos ; sapientiam verb nan hujus swculi, sed Dei sapientiam in 
mysterio , qua nempe edocemur, ac Divina Eide tenemus unum 
Dominum , unam Fidem , uniCm Baptisma , nec aliud nomen sub 
Ccelo datum esse hominibus , prceter nomen Jesu Christi Naza- 
reni , in quo oporteat nos salvos fieri , quare et profitemur, extra 
Eeclesiam non esse salutem . 

Y erum ; Oh altitudo divitiarum sapient ice, et scientue Dei ! 
Oh incomprehensibilia judicia ejus! Heus, qui perdit sapien- 
tiam sapientum (o), Ecclesiae suae inimicos supernaturalem reve- 
lationem spernentes tradidisse videtur in reprobum sensum (p), 
et in mysterium illud iniquitatis, quod scriptum erat in fronte 
procacis Eae minae, de qua Joannes (q). Enimverb quae major 
iniquitas, quam superbos ejusmodi non solum a vera Religione 
descivisse, sed etiam omnigeno cavillationum genere, verbis, 

(n) De Haeresibns Nam. 72. (o) I. Ad Cor. Cap. i. 

(p) Ad Rom. i. Cap. 28. (9) Apocalips. Cap. 1. V. 5. 
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et scriptis plenis omni dolo, velle ineautos irretire? Exurgat 
Deus, et hauc loquendi, scribendi, scriptaque vulgandi effrenem 
licentiam cohibeat, perdat, et ad nihilum redigat. 

Quid plura? Hostium nostrorum iniquitas ed usque pro- 
greditur, ut, prwter colluviem perniciosorum librorum, Religioni 
per se infestam, in Religionis detrimentum vertere nitantur etiam 
Sacras Litteras ad Religionis ipsius aedificationem divinitus No- 
bis datas. 

Non vos latet, VV. F^., Societatem quamdam dictam 
vulg6 BibHcatn, per totum orbem audacter vagari, quae spretis j 
SS. Patrum Traditionibus, et contra notissimum Tridentmi 
Concilii Decretum (r), in id collatis viribus, ac modis omnibus 
intendit, ut in vulgare» M Hwgtia» Nationum omnium -Saora ver- 
tantur, vel poinir pervertantur Biblia. Ex quo valde perti- 
mescendum esf7 ne sicut in aliquibus jam notis, ita et in oaeteris 
“ interpretatione perversa de Evangelio Christi hominis fiat 
Evangelium, aut quod pejus est; Diaboli ($).” 

Ad quam pestem advertendam, Praedecessores Nostri plu- 
res ediderunt Constitutiones, et extremis diebus Sanet* Recor- 
dationis Pius Vll. duo dedit Brevia, alterum Ignatio Archie- 
piscopo Gnesnensi, alterum Stanislao Archiepiscopo Mohilo- 
viensi, in quibus multa ex Divinis Litteris, et ex Traditione 
accurate, ac sapienter excerpta inveniuntur, ut ostendatur quan- 
topere Eidei, et moribus vaferrimum hoc inventum noxium sit. 

Nos quoque pro Apostolico Nostro munere hortamur Ves, 
VV. FF., ut Gregem Vestrum a lethiferis hisce pascuisjimo- 
vere omnimode satagatis. Arguite^ obsecrate, instate opportune* 
importune in omni patientia, et doctrina, ut Fideles Vestri Re- 
gulis nostrae Indicis Congregationis adamussim inhaerentes sibi 
persuadeant, “ si Sacra Biblia vulgari lingua passim sine dis- 
crimine permittantur, plus inde ob hominum temeritatem detri- 
menti, quam utilitatis oriri.” 

Quam veritatem et experientia commonstrat, et praeter cae- 
teros Patres declaravit S. Augustinus his verbis (t) “ Non enim 
nat* sunt haereses, et quaedam dogmata perversitatis illaquean- 
tia animas, et in profundum pr*cipitantia, nisi dum Scripturae 
bonae intelliguntur non bene, et quod in eis non bene inteltigitur, 
etiam temere et audacter asseritur.” 

En, V V. FF., qud b*c spectat Societas, qtwe insuper ut 
impii voti fiat compos nil intentatum relinquit. Non enim tan- 
tummodo versiones suas typis edere, verum etiam per 
urbes cursitando in vulgua per se spargere sibi plaudit* Qom 
imo ut alliciat simplicium animos, qua venditare curat, qua 
dono dare insidiosa Hberalitate gestit. 

( r ) Sess. 4. de Edit, et usa Sacrorum Librorum. 

(*) SL Hier, in Cap. I. Epist. ad Galat. (t) Tract 1«. in Joaiuu*, Gap. 5. 
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Quod si quis malorum omnium, quae hue usque deploravi- 
mus, et aliorum quae brevitatis ergo omisimus, veram originem 
inquirere velit, intelliget profecto, Ecclesiae primordiis et nunc, 
semper eam fuisse, et esse pertinacem contemptum Auctoritatis 
Ecclesiae, ejus nempe Ecclesiae, quae, docente Sancto Leone 
Magno, (u) “ ex ordinatissima caritate in Petri Sede Petrum 
suscipit, et in persona Romani Pontificis Petri Successoris 
illum intelligit, illum honorat, in quo et omnium Pastorum sol- 
licitudo cum commendatarum sibi ovium custodia perseverat, 
et cujus dignitas etiam in indigno Haerede non deficit” ( x ) “ In 
Petro ergo (ut idem S. Doctor opportune monet) omnium for- 
titudo munitur, et Divinae Gratiae ita ordinatur auxilium, ut 
firmitas, quae per Christum Petro tribuitur, per Petrum Apos- 
tolis conferatur.” Evidens autem est, hunc Ecclesiae Auctoritatis 
contemptum opponi Christi praecepto sic Apostolos, et in Eorum 
personis successores Ecclesiae Ministros alloquentis (y) “ Qui 
Yos audit Me audit, qui Vos spernit Me spernit,” et Apostoli 
Pauli monito ( z ) “ Ecclesia est columna et firmamentum veri- 
tatis.” Quae verba respiciens Augustinus (aa) “ Si quis (in- 
quit) absque Ecclesia inventus fuerit, alienus erit a numero fili- 
orum, nec habebit Deum Patrem, qui noluerit Ecclesiam habere 
Matrem.” 

Vos igitur, YV. FF., Christi, et Apostoli Pauli verba cum* 
Augustino ob oculos vestros ponite, et frequenter meditamini, 
ut plebem Vobis commissam doceatis quantopere veneranda 
sit Ecclesiae ipsius Auctoritas ab ipso Deo immediate constituta. 
Nec animo deficiatis “ Undique, fatemur cum eodeni S. Au- 
gustino ( bb ), perstrepunt circa Nos aquae illae diluvii (nempe 
multiplicitas variarum doctrinarum). Non sumus in ipso dilu- 
vio, sed circumdamur ab ipso diluvio, premunt nos, sed non 
opprimunt, urgent nos, sed non demergunt.” 

Iterum ergo hortamur Vos, ut animo non concidatis. Ade- | 
rit Vobis, certe in Domino confidimus. Saecularium Principum I 
potestas, quorum causa, teste non solum ratione, sed etiam ex- f 
perientia, agitur, cum causa agitur Auctoritatis Ecclesiae ; num- 
quam enim fieri potest, ut reddantur quae sunt Caesaris Caesari, 
nisi reddantur quae aunt Dei Deo. Aderit quoque, ut cum S. 
Leone loquamur, servitutis Nostrae erga Vos omnes officium. 
In augustiis, in dubiis, in omni vestra necessitate ad hanc Se- 
dem Apostolicam confugite. Deus enim in Cathedra unitatis 
(utS- Augustinus loquitur) (cc) doctrinam posuit veritatis. 

Postremo obsecramus Vos per misericordiam Domini. Ju- 
vate Nos votis, et precibus Deo fucis., ut et Spiritus Gratiae iu 

(u) S. Leo Serm. 2. de Nat. ejusd. (x) S. Leo Serm. 3. Super eodem, 

(y) S. Luc. Cap. 10. (z) 1 adTim. Cap. 3. 

(aa) Lib. 4. de Symb. ad Catech. Cap. 13. (bb) Enarrat. 2. in Psalm. 31. 

(cc) Epist. 105. ad Donatist. Alias 166. 

B 
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Nobis maneat, et judicia vestra non fluctuent: Praestet in com- 
mune Nobis pacis bonum, qui Vobis unanimitatis studium in- 
fudit, ut omnibus diebus Vitae Nostrae in Omnipotentis Dei 
servitium, et ad vestra parati obsequia cum fiducia possimus 
Dominum deprecari “ Pater Sancte, conserva eos in nomine 
tuo, quos dedisti mihi (< dd ).” In cujus fiduciae, et Amoris Nos- 
tri pignhs Apostolicam Benedictionem Vobis, et Vestro Gregi 
ex toto corde impertimur. 

Datum Romae apud Sanctam Mariam Majorem die 3. Maii • 
1B24. Pontificatus Nostri Anno Primo. 



(ddj S. Leo. Serm. 1. de Nat. Ipsius. Et Joann. Evang. Cap. IT. 
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TRANSLATION, 



’TO OUR VENERABLE BRETHREN, PATRIARCHS, PRIMATES, 
ARCHBISHOPS, AND BISHOPS, 

LEO THE XII. POPE, 



Venerable Brethren, Health and the Apostolical Benediction. 

As soon as we had been raised to the summit 
of the apostolic office, we cried out with St. Leo the Great, 
“ Lord, 1 have heard thy report, and I feared ; 1 have considered 
thy works, and I trembled ; for what so strange, so terrifying, 
as labour to him who is weak, an exalted station to a lowly 
person, dignity to him who has no merit ; and yet we do not de- 
spair nor do we fail, because we contide not in ourselves, but 
in Him who worketh in us (a).” 

We desired. Venerable Brethren, to address you without 
delay, and to impart the sentiments of our heart to you, — to 
you indeed, who are our crown and our ioy, and to whom, 
on that account, we hope that your own flocks are a crown and 
a consolation ; but distracted as we have been, partly by the 
weighty cares of our apostolic ministry, and partly, nay chiefly, 
by the prolonged illness which has oppressed us, we have not, 
alas l been hitherto able to satisfy our desire. But God, rich in 
mercy, who bestows without bounds his gifts on those who pe- 
tition and pray to him with confidence, and who hath inspired 
us with this desire, enables us at present to fulfil it. Nor was 
this our silence, though necessarily so much prolonged, without 
its cousolation, for God, who consoles the humble, hath also 
consoled us by the religious affection of your devotion and zeal 
for us, in which we clearly discern the piety of Christian unity, 
so as the more to rejoice and give thanks to God. Hence, as a 
proof of our love, we write at present to you, that we may im- 
part to you new incentives to run in the way of the divine com- 

(a) Serm.3. de Natali ipsius hab. i a au< assump. suse ad Smi pont. ‘musiis. 
Ed. Bal. 
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siandments, and to fight still more valiantly the battles of the 
Lord, that thus doing, the pastor may gl6ry in the advancement 
of the flock. 

You know, Venerable Brethren, that the apostle Peter ( b ) in- 
structed bishops in the following words : “ Feed the flock of 
God, which is among you, taking care thereof not by constraint, 
but willingly, according to God; neither for the sake of filthy 
lucre, but voluntarily ; neither as domineering over the clergy, 
but being made a pattern of the flock from the heart.” ^ 

From this you will easily perceive what mode of proceeding 
is prescribed for you, what the virtues are which you should 
studiously cultivate, what abundance of learning should adofn 
your mind, and what the fruits of piety and love are, which you 
should not only bring forth in yourselves, but communicate also 
to your flocks. Thus truly you will attain the end of your mi- 
nistry ; thus, being a pattern of the flock from the heart, and 
distributing to some milk, to some strong food, you will not only 
by your doctrine, but also by your works and example, form the 
flock itself so as to enable them to lead here a quiet life in Christ 
Jesus, but you will also conduct them, together with yourselves, 
to eternal bliss : the same chief of the apostles declaring (c), 

“ and when the Prince of pastors will appear, then will you 
receive an unfading crowu of glory.” 

We would wish to remind you of many things; we shall 
touch, however, only on a few, intending to treat hereafter of 
what is most important, according as these distressing times 
may require. 

The things relating to those, who, with great caution, and 
after mature deliberation, are to be promoted to minor orders, 
and especially to holy orders, and which the Apostle has taught 
in the following words to Timothy, “ do not hastily impose 
hands on any one,” the things appertaining to the appointment 
of pastors, having the care of souls in your dioceses respectively, 
as also to the establishment of seminaries of the Clergy, and 
which have been decreed in the Council of Trent ( d ), and after- 
wards more fully explained by our predecessors, all these are 
so well known to you, that there is no necessity to dwell more 
at length upon them. 

You know, Venerable Brethren, how important, and how 
strictly to be observed, is that personal residence in your 
dioceses, to which you are bound by virtue of your office ; this 
same appearing clearly from very many decrees of councils 
and apostolical constitutions, and being confirmed also by the 
most holy Council of Trent in these words (e): “Whereas 

(£) Epist. 1. ch. 5. (c) Ibid. (d) Ses. 23. cap. 18.' 

(«) Seas. 23. de Ref. cap. 1. 
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all to whom the care of souls has been committed, are obliged 
by a divine precept to know their flocks, to offer up sacrifice 
for them, and to feed them by the preaching of the word of God, 
the administration of the sacraments, and the example of every 
good work ; to have a paternal care of the poor, and of other 
destitute persons, and to apply themselves to the other pastoral 
duties, all which things cannot be done or fulfilled by those 
who do not watch over and attend their floeks, but, like hirelings, 
abandon them. The most holy Synod admonishes and exhorts 
them, (the bishops,) that, mindful of the commands of God, and 
being made patterns of the flocks, they feed them and rule them 
in judgment and truth. We also, stricken with the obligation 
of so great and so weighty an office, and inflamed with zeal for 
the glory of God, heartily commend those who fulfil exactly 
this commandment; and if there be any (and that there should 
be some in so great a number of pastors is not surprising, 
though greatly to be lamented) who do not obey these eccle- 
siastical ordinances, the same we admonish, exhort, and be* 
seech, through the bowels of the mercy of Jesus Christ, to reflect 
seriously that the sovereign Judge will require the blood of his 
sheep at their hands, and that a most rigorous judgment awaits 
those who rule. 

The foregoing terrific sentence, as you well know, applies 
not only to those who neglect to reside personally, or who 
seek to evade it by some vain pretext, but also to those who, 
without a just cause, neglect to undergo the labour of a visita- 
tion, and the fulfilling of it as prescribed by the canons. They 
truly will not comply with the decree of Trent, unless they take 
care to come in person to their sheep, and, like a good shepherd, 
to cherish the good, to seek after those who have strayed, and 
by calling and tending them, whether sweetly or vigorously, to 
bring them back at length to the fold. 

Those bishops, moreover, who do not endeavour with be- 
coming zeal to obey the precepts which oblige them to reside 
and to visit, will not escape the terrible judgment of the supreme 
Pastor, our Saviour, by pleading that they have fulfilled these 
duties by fit ministers. 

It is to themselves, not to deputies, that the care of their 
flocks has been committed ; to them the peculiar grace of the 
Holy Ghost, to them the gifts of the choicest grace were pro- 
mised. Hence it happens, that the sheep hear much more wil- 
lingly the voice of the pastor, than of a substitute; and that they 
ask with more confidence, and more willingly receive, as from 
the hand of the Lord, whose person they venerate in their 
bishops, wholesome food from , the hand of their own pastor, 
than from that of his vicar ; all which, in addition to the proofs 
adduced, is confirmed by experience, that best mistress of 
things. 
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It would be sufficient. Venerable Brethren, to hare written 
thus much to you ; to you I say, who, though silent, are not un- 
grateful for the gifts you have received, and who are not proud, 
presuming on your own merits (/). Such, truly, it becometh 
those to be, who ardently desire to proceed from virtue to virtue, 
and still farther to advance, zealously copying after the exam« 
pies of the holy prelates in ancient and modern times, and glo- 
rying in the Lord at having put to flight the enemies of the 
Ghurch, and reformed the corrupted morals of men. But, 
nevertheless, let the golden saying of St. Leo the Great ( g ) be 
ever present to your mind : “ In this conflict no victory is so 
complete, as that after the triumph new contests will not arise.” 
But how numerous and how sevo** mre the contests which 
have arisen^ ami erfee almost daily, against the Catholic Reli- 
gion in these our times ! Who thinking on them, and revolving 
them in his mind, can refrain from tears ! 

Attend closely. Venerable Brethren : that spark is not small 
of which St. Jerome speaks (A) : “ It is not, I say, a small spark 
which when seen is scarcely visible, but it is a flame which en- 
deavours to lay waste almost the entire world, and to consume 
walls, cities, the most extensive plains and forests : the leaven 
is not small which appears to be so, but it is a leaven which, 
mixed with the meal, seeks to ferment the entire mass.” The 
lowliness of our apostolic ministry would fail through terror, 
only that “ He does not sleep nor slumber who keepeth Israel,” 
and who says to his disciples, “ Lo, 1 am with you all days, 
even to the consummation of the world,” and that he has vouch- 
safed to be pot only the Guardian of the flock, but the Pastor also 
of thte pastors themselves (i). But wherefore these remarks ? A 
certain sect, not unknown certainly to you, usurping to itself un- 
deservedly the name of Philosophy, has rakea from the ashes 
disorderly crowds of almost every error. This sect, exhibiting 
a meek appearance of piety and liberality, professes Latitude 
narianism or Indifferentism, (so it is called,) and extols it not 
“tmlyln-eml matters, (of which we do not treat,) but also in re- 
ligion, teaching «that God has given free leave to every person 
to embrace or adopt, without any risk of his salvation, whatever 
sectis most pleasing to him, according to his own private judg- 
ment or opinion. Against which impiety of infatuated men, the 
apostle Paul thus admonishes us (I ) : “ I beseech you, Brethren, 
to mark those who cause dissensions and offences contrary to 
the doctrine which you have learned, and avoid them : for 
they that are such serve not Christ our Lord, but their own belly, 

(f) S. Leo, Ser. 5. de Nat. ipsius. (g) S. Leo, ibid. 

( k ) In Bp. ad Gal. Lil. 3. ch. 5. (») S. Leo, ibid. 

(/) Ep. ad Rom. cap. 18. 
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and by pleasing speeches and good words seduce the hearts of 
the innocent.” 

Truly this error is not novel, but in these our times it is 
vaunted in a new and more insolent manner against the strength 
and integrity of the Catholic faith. Eusebius (m) relates from 
Rhodon, that this insanity was broached in the second century 
by a heretic of the name of Apelles, who asserted that “ faith 
was not to be at all inquired into, but that each person should 
remain in that which he had once imbibed whereas, as this 
Apelles affirmed, all those who hoped in Him who was cruci- 
fied, would be saved, provided their works were found good. 
Rhetorius also, as Augustine (n) testifies, foolishly asserted ^that 
all heretics were in a safe way, and spoke truly ; which , adds 
the holy father, is so absurd , as to appear to me incredible . 
But the present Indifferentism is known to have proceeded 
so far as insolently to contend, that not only all sects which are 
outside the B Catholic Church, and which admit, at least in words. 
Revelation as their base and foundation, but that also those 
societies, who, despising Revelation, profess pure Deism or Na- 
turalism, that all these walk uprightly. The Indifferentism of 
Rhetorius seemed, and justly, to St. Augustine an absurdity, 
and yet it was confined within certain limits ; but the Latitucli- 
narianism, which extends itself to Deism and Naturalism, which 
Was rejected even by the ancient heretics, can this ever be ap- 
* proved of by any reasonable man 1 and yet, alas ! in these 
times, it is approved of, commended, and defended, by men 
miscalled philosophers. 

There have not been wanting, indeed, many excellent writers, 
professing a truejphilosophy, who assailed with irrefragable ar- 
guments this hideous monster ; but it is a matter of itself so 
clear, that God, who is infinitely true — nay, who is truth itself, 
who rules all things with wisdom and goodness, and remune- 
rates all who serve him — that it would be impossible for him to 
approve of all sects teaching doctrines false, and conflicting, 
and contradictory, and bestow everlasting rewards on those who 
profess them, is of itself so clear, as to render further observa- 
tions upon it superfluous. WeJutve, indeed, a more firm word 
of prophecy and writing to you. We speak wisdom amongst " 
the perfect , not indeed the wisdom of this world , but the wisdom 
of God in mystery , by which we are taught, and with a divine 
faith believe in one Lord , one faith , one baptism , and that no 
other name under heaven is given to men besides the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth , in which we can be saved; on which 
account also we profess that out of the Church there is no 
salvation . 

(m) Lib. $. Hist. Eccl. («) De Haeresibus, Num, 72. 
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But, oh! the depth of the riches of the wisdom and know- 
ledge of God! how incomprehensible are his judgments! God, 
who reproves the wisdom of the wise (o), seems to have given 
over the enemies of his Church, who despise Revelation, to a 
reprobate sense ( p ), and to that mystery of iniquity which was 
written on the forehead of the harlot, of whom mention is made 
by John (9) ; for truly, what iniquity can be more great than 
for these proud men not only to relinquish true religion, but 
also, by every kind of cavil, by speeches and writings full of 
guile, to seek to ensnare the incautious? Let God arise and 
check, restrain, and annihilate, this excessive licentiousness of 
speaking, writing, and publishing abroad ! ! 

Shall we dwell further upon these subjects ? The wicked- 
ness of our foes ha* proceeded so far, that in addition to a de- 
luge of pernicious books, hostile to religion, they endeavour to 
employ to its detriment the sacred Scriptures, which were 
given to us by God for its support. 

You are aware, Venerable Brethren, that a certain Society, 
commonly called the Bible Society , strolls with effrontery 
throughout the world ; which Society, contemning the traditions 
of the Holy Fathers, and contrary to the well-known decree of 
the Council of Trent (r), labours with all its might, and by every 
means, to translate — or rather to pervert — the Holy Bible into the 
vulgar languages of every nation ; from which proceeding, it is 
greatly to be feared that what is ascertained to have happened 
as to some passages, may also occur with regard to others ; to 
wit : “ that, by a perverse interpretation, the Gospel of Christ be 
turned into a human Gospel, or, what is still worse, into the 
Gospel of the Devil (s).” 

To avert this plague, our predecessors published many ordi- 
nances ; and in his latter days, Pius VII., of blessed memory, 
sent two Briefs — one to Ignatius, Archbishop of Gnesen, 
the other to Stanislaus, Archbishop of Mohilow — in which are 
many proofs, accurately and wisely collected from the sacred 
Scriptures and from tradition, to show how noxious this most 
wicked novelty is to both faith and morals. 

We also. Venerable Brethren, in conformity with our apo&' 
tolic duty, exhort you to turn away your flock, by all means, 
from these poisonous pastures. Reprove, beseech, be instant 
in season and out of season, in all patience and doctrine, that 
the faithful intrusted to you (adhering strictly to the rules of 
our congregation of the Index) be persuaded, that if the sacred 
Scriptures be every where indiscriminately published, more evil 
than advantage will arise thence, on account of the rashness of 



( 0 ) 1 Cor. cap. 1. (p) Ad Rom. 1 cap 28. ( 9 ) Apoc. cap. 1 . v. 4. 

(r) Seas. 4. de Ed, et u«n Sac. Lib. («) S. Hir. in Cap. 1 Ep. ad Gal. 
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men. Which truth is not only proved by experience, but St. 
Augustine, as well as the other Holy Fathers, has announced 
it in the following words ( t ) : “ For heresies have arisen, and 
certain perverse doctrines, ensnaring souls, and precipitating 
them into the abyss, have been broached only when the good 
Scriptures had been badly understood, and when that whieh 
was badly understood in them was rashly and boldly asserted.” 
Behold then, Venerable Brethren, the tendency of this So- 
ciety, which moreover, to attain its ends, leaves nothing untried ; 
for not only does it print its translations, but also, wandering 
through the towns and cities, it delights in distributing them 
amongst the crowd. Nay, to allure the minds of the simple, 
at one time it sells them, at another, with an insidious liberality, 
it bestows them. 

But if any person desire to ascertain the true source of all 
the evils whicn we have hitherto deplored, or of those which, lest 
we would be tedious, we have passed over, he will tind, that, at 
the commencement of the Church, as well as now, it always origi- 
nated in an obstinate contempt of the authority of the Church 
itself ; yea, of that Church, which, as St. Leo the Great teaches (?/) 
by a charity the best regulated, contemplates Peter in the See 
of Peter, and in the person of the Roman Pontiff, his successor, 
looks to him, and honours him ; in whom the care of all the pas- 
tors, together with the flocks committed to them, continues, and 
whose dignity does not fail even in his unworthy heir (#). In 
Peter therefore, (as the same holy Doctor wisely admonishes,) 
the strength of all is fortified, and the aid of divine grace is so 
regulated, that the firmness which Christ imparted to Peter, 
is communicated by Peter to the Apostles. It is likewise evi- 
dent, that this contempt of the authority of the Church is op- 
posed to the command of Christ, thus addressing the Apostles, 
and in their persons, the ministers of the Church succeeding to 
them (y) : “ Whosoever hears you, hears me; whosoever des- 
pises you, despises me.” And the admonition, also, of St, Paul, 
(z) saying, “ the Church, which is the pillar and the ground of 
truth which words Augustine, when considering, said ( aa ) : 
“ If any one be found without the Church, he will be estranged 
from the number of the children ; nor will he have God for his 
Father, who wills not to have the Church for his Mother.” 

Do ye therefore. Venerable Brethren, place, with Augustine, 
the words of Christ and of the Apostle Paul before your eyes, 
and meditate frequently upon them, that you may teach the 

( t ) Tract. 18. in Fab. cap. 5. ( u ) Ser. 2. do Nat. ip*. 

( x ) S. Leo. Ser. 3. super eodem. (y) S. Luc. cap. 10. 

(s) 1 Tim. cap. 3. (oa) Lib. 4. ad Catech. cap. 13. 
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people committed to you, how venerable the authority of the 
Church is, which has been settled immediately by God himself. 

Be not disheartened. We acknowledge with the same Au- 
gustine ( bb) t that these waters of the deluge (to wit, the multi- 
plicity of different doctrines) press upon us at every side. We 
are not within the deluge, but we are encompassed by it; the 
waters approach us, but do not overwhelm us ; they come near 
to us, but they do not ingulf us/’ 

» Again, therefore, we exhort you, that your courage fail not. 
The power oflemporal princes will, we trust in the Lord, come 
to your assistance, whose interest, as reason and experience 
show, is concerned when the authority of the Church is ques- 
tioned; for it can never happen, that the things which are 
Caesar’s would be given to Caesar, if the things that are God’s 
be not giveu to God. 

The duty of our servitude to you will also, to use the lan- 
guage of St. Leo, be present with you. In distress, in doubt, 
in every difficulty, have recourse to this Apostolic See, for God, 
as St. Augustine says (cc), has placed in the Chair of unity the 
doctrine of Truth. 

Lastly, we beseech you by the mercy of God, assist us by 
your desires and prayers, poured out to God, that the spirit of 
Grace may remain in us, and that your judgments may not fluc- 
tuate. And may He who has inspired you with the zeal of una- 
nimity, grant to us all the gift of peace ; that during all the days 
of our life, being devoted to the service of the Almighty God, 
and to yours, we may with confidence pray to the Lord, “ Holy 
Father, keep them in thy Name, whom thou hast given to 
me (dd)” As a pledge of which hope, and of our love, we im- 
part/from our whole heart, to you and to your flocks, the Apos- 
tolical Benediction. 

Given at Rome, at St. Mary Major’s, the 3rd day of May, 
1824. The first year of our Pontificate. 



(bb) Enar. 2. in ps. 31. (cc) Ep. 105. ad Don al. 166. 

(dd) S. Leo. Ser. 1 de Nat. ips. et Jolt. Ey. Cap. IT. 
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TO ALL THE FAITHFUL, 



CLERGY AND PEOPLE, 

COMMITTED TO OUR CARE, 

WE, THE UNDERSIGNED ARCHBISHOPS AND BISHOPS IN 
IRELAND, SEND HEALTH AND BENEDICTION. 



Very Reverend and Reverend and dearly beloved Brethren, 

IV e have just laid before you a copy 
of the Encyclical Letter of our most Holy Father 
Pope Leo XII, addressed by His Holiness to his 
venerable brethren, the Patriarchs, Primates, Arch- 
bishops, and Bishops, on his elevation to the See of 
Peter. 

On receiving this Letter, replete with truth and 
wisdom, we at once recognized the voice of Him 
for whom our Redeemer prayed “ that his faith 
might not fail,” and to whose ardent charity he in- 
trusted the care of his entire flock. We exclaimed, 
therefore, with the Bishops of the Catholic Church, 
formerly assembled in council at Chalcedon, “ Peter 
has spoken by Leo (a).” Excited thus, dearest 
Brethren, by the example and exhortation of our 
Chief and Head, we have hastened not only to com- 

(a) Actione 2. 
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municate to you his words, but also to add to them 
such admonitions and advice as our local knowledge 
and more immediate connexion with you enable 
us to give. 

Thus we hope to fulfil the command of the 
blessed Apostle Peter (3), so forcibly intimated to 
us by his present successor : “ Feed the flock of 
God which is amongst you, taking care thereof not 
by constraint, but willingly, according to God ; 
neither for the sake of filthy lucre, but voluntarily ; 
neither as domineering over the Clergy, but being 
made a pattern of the flock from the heart.” 

To you then, our Very Rev. and Rev. Brethren, 
who are charged with the care of souls, we first ad- 
dress ourselves. You are the coadjutors and co- 
operators of our ministry, with whom we have shared 
the care of feeding the great flocks which the Holy 
Ghost has committed to our rule and government (c). 
You are the labourers whom the great Father of 
the family has sent to cultivate his vineyard ( d ), to 
cleanse it of tares and brambles, and to renovate 
the withered plants ; to root up, and to destroy, and 
to plant, and to build (e). You are the sentinels 
placed by the Lord upon the walls of the Holy City, 
to cry out incessantly by night and by day, and to 
warn her children of the dangers or the ruin which 
may threaten them (/). Under figures so forcible 

(6) 1 Peter, chap. 5. (c) Acts, chap. 20. r. 18. 

(<Z) Matth. chap. 20. (e) Jer. chap. 1. v. 10. 

(/) Jer. chap. 62. v. 6. 
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and so striking you cannot fail, Rev. Brethren, to 
recognize the weight and importance of your obliga- 
tions, all of which tend to the sanctification of the 
children of God. 

If then you be destined to labour in the perfect- 
ing of this great work, — if the end of your calling 
be no other than to establish in the Church the sway 
of sanctity and justice, consider well that your la- 
bours will not succeed, unless you commence by 
establishing this holy empire in your own hearts. 
Consider well, that in order to guide others in the 
paths of justice, you must yourselves have trodden 
them, and that you will not find the flock obedient 
to the voice of the pastor, if the pastor himself be 
not attentive to the voice of heaven ; in a word, 
consider well, that in order to sanctify others by 
your ministry, you must first sanctify yourselves, ac- 
cording to that saying of your divine model : “ I 
sanctify myself, that they also be sanctified in truth.” 
( g ) Your first and principal duty, therefore, is, to 
show good example to your parishioners, and be a 
pattern to them in all your actions. It was this, 
more than all things else, that the great Apostle of 
the nations so earnestly impressed upon his disci- 
ples Titus and Timothy ; hear, Rev. Brethren, his 
exhortation : “ Be thou an example of the faithful, 
in word, in conversation, in charity, in faith, in 
chastity : in all things show thyself an example of 

(g) John, chap. 17. v. 19. 
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good works, in doctrine, in integrity, in gravity, 
sound speech, unblamable, that he who is on the 
contrary part may be afraid, having no evil to say 
of us (A),” that depraved men, and the enemies of 
the faith, may be made to blush, and may always 
find in your conduct the most forcible reproof of 
their irregular or wicked lives. Finally, as the 
prince of the Apostles recommends, “ be made a 
pattern of the flock from the heart,” not ruling them 
by violence, but with affection and love, as it be- 
cometh a father solicitous only for the welfare of his 
children. Such also are, and they could not fail 
to be, the charges and exhortations of our holy pre- 
decessors in the ministry, and of the Church in her 
councils, which not once, but often, has declared, that 
the first and most essential obligation of a pastor, 
was to give good example to his flock. 

And in good truth, beloved Brethren, who can 
doubt but that the exemplary life of a pastor 
preaches more eloquently to his parishioners than 
all his sermons or exhortations ? The. voice of his 
life and conduct is much more powerful and effica- 
cious than his words ; it is an instruction which never 
ceases, which puts to shame the wicked, and covers 
them with confusion, whilst it consoles the virtuous, 
and confirms their footsteps in the ways of peace. 
But, on the other hand, what evils do not arise from 
the bad example of a priest ! — how deplorable are 

(h) 1 Tim. chap. 4. v. 12, Titus, chap. 2. v. 7, 8. 
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its consequences ! Whilst with one hand he seek» 
to build up by his instructions, with the other he 
pulls down by his scandals ; he endeavours to turn 
away his parishioners from the path which leads to 
perdition, whilst, as a prophet expresses it, “ he lays 
snares for them by all the highways (i).” The most 
awful truths of religion which alarm or terrify the 
sinner, lose all their force when they proceed from 
the tongue of a priest on whose conduct they have 
had no influence — on whose heart they have made 
no impression. The just are thus made to relax, the 
perverse are confirmed in their disorderly habits, 
the impious despise or insult the unworthy pastor, 
and upbraid him, saying, “ Thou who teachest others, 
why dost thou not teach thyself?” Religion by de- 
grees becomes the object of ridicule, and the name 
of God, as the Apostle complained, “ is blasphemed 
amongst the Gentiles ( [k ).” 

What grief, what bitterness of soul, would we not 
feel did we suppose that there was amongst you, 
dearest Brethren, even one pastor of abandoned life ; 
but we confide in the mercy of God that there is 
not ; for which we unceasingly render thanks to 
Him, through Jesus Christ his Son, our Lord. 

It is not sufficient, however, that the life of a 
parish Priest be exemplary, and his morals without 
reproach, — although this, as we have said, be his first 
and chief obligation ; it is required also, that an 

(t) Osee, chap. 9. v. 8. (k) Rom. chap. 2. v. 24. 
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ardent zed for the salvation of the souls committed 
to him, be joined with his good example ; it is neces- 
sary that his bowels yearn, and his heart be enlarged, 
upon viewing the various wants of his flock, and 
that he be always ready, and always exact, in the 
discharge of his ministry. He must ever bear in 
mind that he is not called to be an idle or unfaith- 
ful servant, to collect the fruits of the vineyard, but 
not to cultivate it, — to cover himself with the wool, 
but not -to feed the flock (/). You know, beloved 
Brethren, what your parishioners have a right to 
expect and to require of you. Consider what you 
owe them ; not your talents alone, nor your labours, 
but all your strength, yea, even your very lives.' — 
The authority with which you are vested has only 
made you their servants, that you may, as the Apos- 
tle said of himself, gain their souls to God. And if 
any of them should be lost through your fault ; if 
the sinner, through your neglect, should die in his 
iniquity, oh ! what a terrible account will be exacted 
of you by the Lord ! He has declared by the mouth 
of the prophet Ezekiel, that you would be answer- 
able for their blood as if you had spilled it with your 
own hands O). 

Consider, then, how great should" be your vigi- 
lance, how great your promptitude, in administering 
the Holy Sacraments; especially those which are 
indispensable for the salvation of souls. Nothing 

(l) Ez. chap. 34. v. 2. (m) Ez. chap. 3. v. 18. 
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can excuse you — nothing oan exempt you, not labour, 
nor fatigue, nor watching, nor hunger, nor thirst, 
nor heat, nor cold, nor nakedness («) ; you can have 
no just cause of delay, when pressed on by an obliga- 
tion so strict and so important. 

How closely also should you attend to exhorta- 
tion, to reproof, to instruction ; armed always with 
zeal, with charity, and with the sword of the Gospel — 
the Word of God ! — cry out loudly against vice and 
impiety of every kind ; lift up your voice, and say, 
with the Prophet, to sinners, “ enter into yourselves, 
ye transgressors, return to the heart (o).” You may 
excite enmity and persecution, but if they assail you 
unjustly, are you not blessed? Persecution was al- 
ways the lot of those zealous servants of God, who 
opposed themselves like pillars of iron and walls of 
brass, to vice and licentiousness ; it is the special in- 
heritance of virtuous men and faithful pastors ; imi- 
tate their strength, and constancy, and perseverance^ 
and -spread abroad with zeal and fervour the Word of 
God, and pluck from the field of his Church the 
tares which disfigure it. Promote, as your prede- 
cessors have done, the honour and glory of God, 
whether through good report or evil report, whether 
through life or through death (p). 

We should, however, apprise you, that true zeal 
is not a blind, nor indiscreet, nor precipitate enthusi- 
asm, which pulls down more than it builds up, which 

(n) 2 Cor. chap. 11. ▼. 2?. (o) Is. chap. 46. v. 8. 

(p) Philip, chap. 1. v. 20, 

D 
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increases rather than cures a disease, and leaves 
the patient in a worse state than it found him. In 
order that zeal be efficient, and produce fruit, it 
must be governed and directed by prudence and 
charity — that charity which is benign, and bears all, 
and suffers all (q). Zeal is the fire of religion, that 
most powerful and useful of all the elements, but 
the most destructive, if left unrestrained. To know 
how zeal is to be employed, dear Brethren, you 
have only to propose to yourselves the example of 
our beloved Saviour, when treating with sinners, 
and who represents to us the zealous pastor under 
the figure of that good Shepherd who could find no 
rest until he went into the mountains to seek the 
sheep that had strayed;* and having found it, placed 
it on his shoulders, and carried it home. ( r ) Such 
is a just picture of true zeal, worthy of being copied 
by all the disciples of our divine Master. If the 
Apostle recommends to Timothy to exhort, to re- 
prove, to be instant in season and out of season, 
he does not omit to add, “ in all patience nor does 
he stop here, he recommends to him also the virtue 
of meekness, that finest ornament of a pastor, sec- 
tare vero mansuetudinem (.v). 

We find indeed, that hearts which appear inflex- 
ible, which neither force nor violence can bend, 
yield to the sweet influence of meekness and ten- 
derness. These virtues are a kind of moral en- 

(q) 1 Cor. chap. 13. v. 4. (r) Luc. chap. 16. v. 4, 5, 6. 

• (*) 1 Tim. chap. 0. v. 1 1. 
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cbantment, which lead captive the most rebellious 
wills, and subject them freely to the sweet yoke of 
the law ; they are the hidden and mysterious means 
whereby the divine grace moves and captivates the 
heart of man; not by force, but by the inspiration of 
the sweetness of the divine commands, and by- a 
sense of the enormity of sin (t), in such a way, that 
the will, in embracing what- is good, seems only to 
follow its natural inclination. Hence it is that St. 
Augustine, that great doctor and luminary of the 
Church, admonishes us, that it is not by rigour or 
harshness that scandals are corrected ;• that we 
should be more intent on instructing, than in com- 
manding, — in exhorting, than threatening ; and if 
at any time we be reduced to the sad necessity of 
having recourse to threats and severity, we should 
always make it appear that we resort to these means 
of conversion only with sorrow and affliction of heart, 
making it manifest that we seek by the strength of 
our language and the exercise of our authority, not 
the indulgence of human feeling, but that God 
should be feared (u). 

Take care, however, that whilst you avoid rigour 
and uncharitable harshness, you do not decline too 
much to the opposite extreme — that your zeal, under 
the name of meekness and discretion, do not dege- 
nerate into a Stupid indolence, which the world often 
erroneously calls prudence. Ah 1 dearest Brethren, 
do not honour vice by giving to it the name of virtue. 

(t) S. Aug. Lib. de pec. mer. ch, 17. (») Aug. Concio in Quad. 
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True zeal can never be insensible to scandals, nor 
can the good pastor see unmoved the evils of bis 
flock, without seeking to apply to them the most 
effectual remedy. True zeal, governed by charity 
and patience, is indefatigable, firm, constant, labo- 
rious ; this is what we recommend. 

“ Consider the ministry which you have received 
from the Lord, that you may fulfil it (w).” In the 
administration of the Holy Sacraments, do not neglect 
to instruct your parishioners in the manner pre- 
scribed by the holy council of Trent, in its 24th 
Session de Ref., and in many other places to which 
we deem it unnecessary to refer, supposing that you 
are, as you ought to be, well acquainted with all its 
salutary decrees. Exhort your people to preserve the 
most respectful demeanor whenever they assist at the 
holy sacrifice of the Mass ; teach them to pray with 
attention and devotion, that the Lord may not re- 
buke them in his indignation by the words of the 
prophet Isaias, “ this people honour me with their 
lips, but their hearts are far from me (.r).” It would 
be a crime in you, and one with which we trust you 
will never be reproached, that you had failed to 
nourish them with sound doctrine, with the expo- 
sition of the holy Gospels on the Sundays and fes- 
tivals, as the same holy council also enjoins (y). 

And how great, dearest Brethren, should be 
your solicitude at all times, but especially in these 

(w) Ad Col. ch. 4. v. 17. (x) Matth. ch. 15. v. 8, 

(y) Ses*. 6 . d« Ref. ch. 2. 
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evil days, about the religious instruction of chil- 
dren ; those little ones, not unlike to young and ten- 
der plants, which if they be not well cultivated after 
they have been put down, will degenerate into wild 
shrubs, whose only produce will be bitter fruit. — 
Ah, the little ones received from Jesus Christ the 
greatest proofs of his tenderness. They should 
be the objects of all your affection, as they are of 
ours ; and justly, because on their religious educa- 
cation depends not only their own happpines, but 
also that of the Church and of the State. Labour 
for them, dearest Brethren, as you have hitherto 
done, through good report and evil report, seeking 
aid to assist you in the godly work of their educa- 
tion, when you can obtain it without a compromise 
of their most precious faith, or of that salutary dis- 
cipline which surrounds and protects it, as the walls 
and ramparts do a city ; turn away from them every 
insidious wile of the deceiver or the deceived, and 
whilst you study to have peace with all men, do not 
forget that you are watchmen on the towers of the 
city of God, to detect the ambuscade of her ene- 
mies ; — that you are the labourers in the -field of the 
Church, where the enemy, should you sleep, may 
come at night to sow tares amongst the good seed. 
But it is not enough that you remove danger from 
the little ones, you are obliged to labour at improv- 
ing their minds and forming their hearts, otherwise 
the cry and the complaint of the prophet in their 
name will ascend to heaven : * the little ones sought 
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for bjead, and thjete was no one to break it to 
them (z)” It is one of your most sacred and im- 
portant duties, frequently to instruct them in all the 
principles of pur holy religion, in all that regards 
the faith and, morality of the Gospel ; to impress 
strongly, and to engrave upon, their tender hearts, 
their several duties ; and, above all, the obedience - 
they owe to God, to their parents, to their prince, 
and to all who are placed in authority over them, , 
to. inspire tk«aL with a horror of vice and a love of 
virtue. 

The poor’, that afflicted portion of the children 
of Christ, should be another special object of your 
paternal care ; to you they first have recourse in all 
their necessities, your door is the first at which ihe 
tale of distress or the cry of misery is heard : let 
the poor always find in you the sympathy of a fa- 
ther," the heart, the bowels of tenderness and com- 
passion. ; 

We know how small your means are, how great 
is the distress of many of you; but even so, we 
cannot but address you in the words of the elder 
Tobias to his son : “ Be merciful according to your 
means (ad)” Vicars of the authority of Jesus Christ, 
as St. Ambrose says, “ you should be vicars also of 
his charity.” 

And how unceasing should be your attention to 
the sick ; not only to administer to them the last sa- 

(z) Jer. Lam. eh. 4. v, 4. (aa) Tob. ch. 4. v. 8. 
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craments, those sacred helps of God, and consola- 
tions of our holy faith, but also to give to them all 
the aid and support which your office enables you to 
impart at that awful hour which is perhaps to de- 
cide their eternal lot. This is the last office of a 
father, of a pastor, which you can exercise for 
, them, and on it may depend their never-ending hap- 
piness or ruin. The sinner at that moment, seeing 
that every thing is disappearing from his eyes, that 
this world and the desires thereof have passed away, 
that he himself is passing like a shadow, will listen 
with more attention to your pious exhortations ; he 
will yield to your sighs, and to your tears ! How 
often has the divine grace triumphed in these last 
moments, through the voice of the Priest, over the 
most obdurate hearts ! The impious, the infidel, 
stricken by the approach of death, which takes from 
them all hope of this world, and inspires them with 
a salutary dread, are often excited by the view of 
the ambassador of Christ, to adore God, and recog- 
nise the sanctity of that religion which they had 
blasphemed. The pastor must have a heart of 
stone, who neglects to bestow. upon his flpck this 
most important service — this last proof of his pa- 
ternal affection ! 

Finally, dear Brethren, recollect that your office 
and your ministry vest you with a sort of magiste- 
rial authority, by which you should endeavour, in a 
spirit of charity, to cut off in their bud the dissen- 
sions, the disputes, the complaints, which pride or 
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self-interest so frequently excite in the midst of a 
rude population ; by a wise interposition of your 
paternal advice or authority, you will be able not 
unfrequently to prevent ebullitions of hatred and 
ill-will, as well as to dissuade your parishioners from 
expending in complaints and suits before the civil 
magistrates the fruits of their industry, that bread 
of their children, which they have earned by the 
sweat of their brow. Seat yourselves down, like 
angels of peace, in the midst of the dissensions 
which may, through human iniirmity, occur between 
your people, and reconcile, by the sweetness of your 
manner, and the attraction of grace, hearts which 
for a moment may have been alienated from each 
other. This holy office of peace-maker, to which a 
blessing is annexed, may be exercised in every place, 
but more especially in those districts remote from 
towns, where the parish priest is almost the only per- 
son vested with authority, or capable of instructing 
the ignorant, or resolving doubts. Oh, by how 
many, and how easy means, can you earn for your- 
selves the sweet appellation of father, and promote 
the temporal and spiritual welfare of those whom 
the Church has intrusted to your immediate care ! 

To you all, Very Reverend and R-everend Bre- 
thren, we earnestly recommend, that in all places> 
at all times, and in all your actions, you keep in 
view the sacredness of your character, and the sanc- 
tity of your calling. The gravity, the modesty, the 
propriety of conduct, which should mark the lives 
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of those who are devoted to the sacred ministry, 
have been a primary object with the most zealous 
pastors, nay with the entire Church in her councils, 
and especially in that of Trent (bb), wherein she has 
renewed many of the ancient laws and canons re- 
lating to this subject. Remember then, beloved 
Brethren, that an ecclesiastic, whether officiating in 
the sanctuary, or dwelling in the midst of the world, 
should appear and be a man of superior mind and 
exalted virtue ; a man whose example can improve 
society, whose irreproachable manners can reflect 
honour on the Church, and add to the glory and 
splendour of religion ; a man whose modesty should 
be apparent to all men, as the Apostle recommends, 
and who should be clothed with justice (cc), according 
to the expression of a prophet ; nor is it of less im- 
portance that he should be proof against a spirit of 
avarice, a low and sordid vice in every condition of 
life, but shameful, and even infamous, in the minis- 
ters of Jesus Christ. This hateful spirit tarnishes 
the glory of the Gospel, and makes its ministers 
odious or contemptible, not only to the enemies of 
religion, but even to the best disposed people. A 
perfect disinterestedness, so much recommended by 
the sacred canons and the holy fathers, is not only 
the finest ornament of your profession, but is also 
the chief means whereby you can with confidence 
address yourselves to the faithful in the words of 

(fib) C. Trid. Ses. 22, de Ref. cap. 1. (cc) Ps. 131. v. 9. 

E 
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St. Paul, saying, non qucero quce vestra sunt sed vos. 

“ I seek not your goods, but yourselves (dd)” 

But of all the duties of your state to which we 
have directed your attention, there is no one of greater 
importance than the knowledge you should have of 
the holy Scriptures, and of those sciences connected 
with your profession ; in the mouth of the priests, 
says the prophet Malachy ( ee ), the Lord has depo- 
sited knowledge, and from their tongue tfie people 
have to learn the law. Not only have you to preach 
the Gospel to the rich, and to the poor, to the wise, 
and to the unwise, but you have to receive the con- 
fession of the sinner’s guilt, to resolve all his doubts,, 
and exercise judgment between him and God. You 
have on many occasions to oppose with the arms 
of sound doctrine the specious sophisms of super- 
ficial men, who blaspheme what they do not know 
or cannot comprehend, and how shameful, how de- 
plorable, would it not be to find a clergyman unpre- 
pared or unable to impose silence upon those who 
speak evil things : — to support the interests, or avenge 
the honour, of that religion of which he is a minister ! 
But how extensive are the acquirements, how vast 
is the knowledge required for the discharge of these 
duties ! and hence, how indispensable is the obli- 
gation of your devoting all your leisure hours to 
study ! The priest who, forgetting his dignity, his 
character, and his obligations, prefers idleness or 

(dd) 1 Cor. cap. 11. v. 14. (ee) Mai. ch. 2. v. 7. 
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amusement to the acquisition of knowledge, h&s 
reason to fear that he may be comprehended in the 
frightful anathema pronounced by the Lord through 
the prophet Osee : “ Because thou hast rejected 
knowledge I will reject thee, that thou discharge 
not the priesthood for me ( dd ).” Apply yourselves, 
therefore, dearly beloved Brethren, to the study of 
the holy Scriptures, of your moral and dogmatical 
theology, of the history of the Church, her rules, 
and customs, and laws, as also to that profane learn- 
ing which is necessary for you in your intercourse 
with men, that your profession may be commenda- 
ble in the eyes of all. Be not terrified at the extent 
of the way, or the difficulty of the labour which lies 
before you; to acquire knowledge without much 
watching, without long and patient application, is a 
privileged lost to man by his original fall ; it must 
now be acquired, like our daily bread, by the sweat 
of our brow ; but when attained, it repays our labour, 
and compensates for all our fatigue. Seek for it, 
therefore, dear Brethren, as men seek for gold, and 
pray incessantly to the Father of lights, that he 
may bestow upon you that wisdom which abides at 
the foot of his throne (ee). 

To the regular Clergy, who have always deserved 
so well of the Church of God, we also address our- 
selves. W e gladly recognise the distinguished ser- 
vices they have rendered to religion in every coun- 

(dd) Osee, ch. 4. v. 0. (ee) Wisd. ch. 9. v. 4. 



Digitized by LjOOQie 




36 



try, and more particularly in this our own. We 
look with pleasure at the glory reflected on them 
from their predecessors, who were the depositaries 
of knowledge in less enlightened times ; we recollect 
that their monasteries were the ark in which the 
monuments of ancient learning were preserved from 
the deluge of those barbarians who inundated the 
West; that in their cloisters was educated a pro- 
digious number of men illustrious for their learning, 
their virtue, and their sanctity ; men filled with 
an apostolic spirit, who carried the light of faith 
to the most distant nations, and often sealed 
the Gospel with their blood. We recollect these 
merits of their ancestors, whilst we remind them to 
emulate the virtues of their fathers ; and we promise 
our special protection to those of them (and we 
hope they may all be included) who by religious 
observance, piety, learning, and zeal, will present 
to us, and to our Clergy, and to the faithful at large, 
those examples of virtue and of Christian perfection 
which the holiness of their profession requires. 

And you, beloved children in the Lord, who are 
to be introduced into the ministry of Christ, you are 
the hope and the support of our old age, whom we 
have begotten in Christ Jesus ; we admonish you 
to examine well your vocation, as if any one enter 
the fold of the Lord otherwise than by the door, 
the same is a thief and a robber ( ff ) ; nor can any 

(ff) Joh. 10. v. 1. 
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person take to himself the honour of the priesthood, 
unless he be called of God as Aaron was, for Christ 
himself, as his Apostle assures us, did not glorify him- 
self to become an high-priest, but he who spoke to 
him, saying, “ Thou art a Priest for ever, according 
to the order of Melchisedech (gg)- No person, 
therefore, however prudent, or learned, or holy, he 
may appear, can obtrude himself into the sanctuary 
unless he is called and introduced by God ; where- 
as, our Redeemer himself, though full of grace and 
truth, and in whom were hidden all the treasures of 
wisdom and knowledge, awaited the vocation of his 
heavenly Father, before he would take upon himself 
the office of high-priest. All the saints, as St. Cyril 
of Jerusalem (M) and the holy fathers of the 
Church who have written on this subject, without 
an exception attest, had a great terror of entering into 
the sanctuary, and when constrained to do So, gene- 
rally considered it, with St. Augustine (it), as a punish- 
ment for their sins. The holy council of Trent (kk) 
decrees, that all those who by their own rashness, 
and without being called of God, take upon them- 
selves the sacred ministry, are not to be considered 
as ministers of the Church, but as thieves and 
robbers. 

The signs of this holy vocation are not distinguish- 
ed birth, but eminent piety ; not the will of parents, 

(gg) Heb. 5. 4. (hh) Horn. 1. de Fest. Pasch. 

(it) Ep. 2,1. alias 148. (kk) Ses. 25. ch. 4. 
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but the will of God : our Redeemer has said, that a 
man’s enemies are often found in his own family, 
et inimici hominis domestici ejus, and the holy St. 
Chrysostom observes (11), “ that mothers love the 
bodies of their children, but despise their souls, 
desirous of their prosperity in this life, but indiffe- 
rent as to their fate in the next.” First of all then, 
dearest Children, when deliberating in prayer on this - 
awful subject, consider whether the sole end you 
propose to yourselves be the honour and glory of 
God, like to Christ, who came into the world not 
to do his own will, but to glorify his Father ; he is 
the gate, and if any one enter by him he will be 
saved (mm) but if ambition, or self-interest, or ava- 
rice, or worldly views, influence you, the devil, and 
not God, impels you. 

Talents above mediocrity, and a competent 
knowledge of languages and science, are so neces- 
sary’for the due discharge of the priesthood, espe- 
cially in this country, that no person not favoured 
with them is destined for it by the Lord. Piety of life 
and good repute are also essential requisites , on 
your part, according to the admonition of St. Paul 
written to Timothy (nn), that he would ordain priests, 
but adds, if any one be without crime. We there- 
fore conclude our exhortation and instruction to 
you, our dearest Children, in the words of a learned 

(ll) Horn. 35. in Matth. (mm) Joh. 10. v. 7, 0. 

(nn) Ad. Tim. 1. ch. 5, 6. 
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and pious bishop (oo) : “ Whosoever, knowingly 
and willingly, without regard to the divine vocation, 
obtrudes himself into the ministry, exposes himself 
to the most imminent danger of perdition, because he 
sins against the Holy Ghost ; which sin, as we know 
from the Gospel, is rarely, or never forgiven. 

The fathers of families we next entreat, and by the 
charity of our Lord Jesus Christ, that they attend assi- 
duously to the religious and moral instruction of their 
children, a duty which nature and religion alike 
impose upon them. On the good or bad educa- 
tion of children depends not only their own future 
prospects in life, but also the union, the concord, 
the repose of the community at large, as well as the 
security of the state, and what is more than all, the 
progress of religion and virtue. What office then can 
be more important than that of a father of a family, 
and how great is the responsibility which he owes to 
his country, to his children, to his religion, and to his 
God ! The consideration ofhis duties in this regard 
should be his first concern, it should occupy his 
thoughts night and day, he should not cease to reflect 
on the trust committed to him by divine providence, 
which is to people the kingdom of God, and multi- 
ply the number of its citizens ; and that to neglect so 
great and so sacred a duty, is to be deaf to the cries 
of religion and nature, and to abandon his helpless 
offspring to as many tyrants as there are passions 
generated in the human heart. 

(oo) A belly, Sac. Christi, p. 1. ch. 4. 
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Be ye, therefore, fathers in good earnest, and 
apply yourselves to the improvement of the minds 
and hearts of your children in the holy fear and 
love of God. These little ones have sprung from 
your own loins, they bear upon their countenance 
your own image, and your own blood circulates in 
their veins, they prolong your own existence upon 
the earth, for the father lives in the person of his 
son ; you must love them tenderly, and will you 
neglect to supply to their minds that food of reli- 
gious instruction, which is more necessary for them 
than their daily bread ? No ! we trust in the mercy 
of God, that you will not be wanting to so sacred a 
duty. 

This duty of providing for your children a re- 
ligious and moral education, may be very briefly 
explained. It consists in instruction, in correction, 
in good example. The Holy Ghost ordains (jtp ), 
that even from their infancy you form and bend 
the pliant minds of your children to sentiments of 
piety ; you should yourselves be their first teachers, 
and like the ancient patriarchs, as it is said by St. 
Chrysostom (qq), you should exercise a kind of 
priesthood in the midst of your families, instructing 
them in what they should believe and practice, in 
order to attain the end for which they were placed 
upon the earth. 

(pp) Eccl. eh, 7. v. 25. 

(79) Chrys. in verb. Ap. ad Rom, cap. 16. v • 5. 
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You should light up in their tendeF hearts the 
sacred flame of charity, with an affectionate reve- 
rence for the person and religion of their Redeemer ; 
making them acquainted with the greatness, the 
power, the providence, the justice, and mercy of 
God ; that he is the Author of their being, and their 
last end. Say to them with the virtuous mother 
.of the seven brothers Machabees, she who was a 
model for all mothers (rr), “ It was not I, my chil- 
dren, who created that soul and that .understanding 
which ennobles each of you, it was not I who invented 
that admirable mechanism of your bodies, that well 
ordered texture of your members, that wonderful or- 
ganization, in which are manifested the most striking 
marks of an infinite wisdom ; you are the work of 
that omnipotent God who created the heavens and 
the earth, and set with stars the firmament ; who 
penetrates to the depth of the abyss, and who is the 
beginning and the end of all intelligent beings.” 
Teach them that, by believing and practising the 
truths and duties of religion, man is destined to find 
in the bosom of this immense God all that he can 
desire or seek for ; true glory, solid riches, supreme 
happiness, and the possession of an everlasting 
kingdom, in which there will be neither wars nor 
revolutions, but an eternal repose. 

Impress well upon their minds all the advan- 
tages of religion, being certain that this will be the 

(rr) lib. 2. Mach. ch. 7. v. 22, 23, 28. 

F 
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best preservative against impiety, and turl 
and vice • evils which are progressive only 
portion as the fear and love of God, and th< 
ledge and observance of his holy religi< 
neglected and despised. All other instructs 
out this is of little value, and may be pre 
whilst this alone would be sufficient to insu 
piness to man. Let it, therefore, be the 
work of every other education, it is the o 
foundation on which human learning can 
engrave it on the hearts of your children wl 
are yet soft and flexible ; if you neglect t< 
you will furnish to the world men corn 
mind, bad citizens, turbulent subjects, th 
and the reproach of religion, children \ 
bring your own grey hairs with sorrow to tt 
To the moral and religious instruction 
children, you should join correction. T’ 
spirit of God who ordained the one, has enj< 
other (ss). Begin early to turn them away 1 
to check, to correct, to punish the levi 
faults, the perverse dispositions, which tl 
happen to manifest. To be wanting to thi 
not to love, but to hate them, according t< 
timony of God (tt), in the book of Prove 
let the correction be governed by a spirit 
ness, that, as the Apostle recommends, you 
provoke your children to anger (uu). 

(**) Prov. ch. 23. v. 14. (tt) Prov. cb 

(uu) Eph. ch. 6. v. 4. 
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The good example which a father of a family owes 
to his children and domestics, is an essential duty, 
and on it mainly depend the fruits of instruction 
and correction. Unless the father walk before the 
family in good works, all his labours for their im- 
provement will be useless. 

It is good example which penetrates the heart, 
and confirms the truth and justice of whatever has 
been taught ; let children and servants, therefore, 
see nothing in your conduct which they could not 
imitate, for if you teach them by your example to 
do evil, you will be inexcusable before God and 
men; the authors of the ruin and the disgrace of 
your families ; if any one has not care of his own, 
and chiefly of those of his household, says an Apos- 
tle, he is worse than an infidel, and has- denied the 
faith. They may perish with you, but their blood 
will be required at your hands ! May God avert so 
great aii evil, and grant that you be docile to our in- 
structions as your children should be to yours. 

Finally, we exhort all and each in every state of 
life, to walk in the ways of justice, and to be faithful 
to their vocation, fulfilling with diligence and ex- 
actness their respective duties. Let those who 
possess wealth or distinction consider themselves 
raised above the poor only that they may be a 
refuge and protection to the indigent and mise- 
rable, showing all manner of good example to their 
neighbours and dependants. Let them wipe the tear 
from the cheek of the widow, and feed the hungry 
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orphan, thus expiating their sins by alms-deeds, 
and purchasing up their iniquities by mercies to the 
poor (vv). 

Let the husband love his wife as Jesus Christ 
has loved the Church (ww), not afflicting her with 
harshness, or squandering the bread of her children. 
■Let the wife respect her husband as a superior (xr) 
to whom she is subject, and deserve by her fidelity, 
her affection, and her virtues, to share his cares and 
his confidence, and to reign in his heart. 

Let the children honour their parents ; let them 
be submissive to their authority, and not withhold 
from them that respect, that love, and that obe- 
dience, which nature and God have assigned them ; 
let them fulfil those duties, that they may be blessed 
hereafter, and enjoy a long life upon the earth (yy). 
Let the youthful woman who is unmarried guard 
herself from the dangers with which she is encom- 
passed in the midst of a deceitful and corrupting* 
world. Let her not appear abroad unless attended by 
modesty and reserve ; let her be watchful against the 
snares which are laid for her innocence, and not 
listen to affected praise and seducing promises ; let 
her not, like her unhappy mother Eve, entertain her- 
self discoursing alone with the serpent; not to fly 
from danger is a presage of her ruin. 

Let the widow who is truly such, according to 

(vv) Dan. cb. 4. v. 14. 

(acx) Epb. cb. 5. v. 22. 



(tow) Epb. eh. 5, V. 22. 
(yy) Eph. cb. 6. v. 2, 9. 
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the expression of the Apostle (zz), show herself 
worthy of the honour which the same Apostle as- 
signs to her ; let her be modest and retired, as be- 
cometh her condition, seeking no ornaments but 
those of interior virtue, having her mind tranquil, 
and all her hope in God, living retired as much as 
she can from the turmoils of the world, occupied 
in the works of piety and religion, that she may 
deserve the respect of men and the protection of 
God. 

The servant, and all those who labour for others 
that they may be clothed and fed, let them be faith- 
ful and submissive to their masters or employers, 
not labouring only when they are seen by the eye ; 
never defrauding them in any thing, but serving 
with a perfect fidelity, always fearing God, and ber 
ing firmly convinced that he is the great Master who 
has employed them, and who will requite their ser-r 
vices with better wages than they receive from 
men (a). 

Let us all, dearly beloved Brethren, cherish and 
promote a love of order in the city of God, which is 
the ChuEch, and discharge our respective duties to 
our Creator and Redeemer, to each other, and to the 
State. Let us honour the King who reigns over 
us, and be submissive to his laws. God, who created 
man, is the Author of society, and of that obedience 
which is its fundamental law. Those who occupy 
his place in the State, from whatever source their 

(**) Tim. ch. 5. v. 3, 5, 7. (a) Col. cb. 3. v. 23, §4. 
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authority is immediately derived, hold it at least re* 
motely from him, as there is no power but what is from 
God (b). The pagans themselves were acquainted 
with this truth (c) ; and the Holy Ghost, in the 
book of Ecclesiasticus, and that of Proverbs, as- 
sures us of the same (d). It is the clear doc- 
trine of St. Paul, in his Letter to the Romans, to 
which we have just referred, that a resistance to 
lawful authority is an opposition to God himself; 
that the minister of justice is the depository of the 
divine power; that the sword is not given to him 
in vain, but for the protection of the good and the 
punishment of evil-doers, so that every just law has 
its sanction in the consciences of men, and is to be 
obeyed not only on account of the punishments at- 
tached to its trangression, but still more so, because 
the law of God has commanded us to be submissive 
to it. Whence we are, dearest Brethren, to con- 
clude with the Apostle, that we are to give to every 
superior what nature, and God, and the law, have as- 
signed them, namely, tribute to whom tribute is due, 
tax to whom tax is due, fear to whom fear is due, 
and honour, as well as obedience, to whom honour is 
due ; this obligation, thus unfolded by the Apostle, 
has been comprised in a single sentence by our 
blessed Lord, saying, “ Give, therefore, to Caesar the 
things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that 
are God’s (e).” 

(6) Rom. 13. ch. 1. (c) Hesiod, Theog. v. 80. et seq. 

( d) Eccl. IT 14. Prov. cb. 8. v. 25. (e) Luc. cb. 20. v. 26. 
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We therefore, most beloved Children, exhort 
you most earnestly to show at all times, and under 
every circumstance, a faithful obedience and ready 
submission to the law ; and more especially we re- 
commend to yon a cordial attachment to the person 
of our beloved Sovereign, whom God, in his great 
mercy, has appointed to rule over this united king- 
dom. We do not doubt your attachment to the 
throne. Fidelity to their kings has ever been the 
characteristic of Irishmen, and, next to true religion, 
the most precious inheritance which has descended 
to us from our fathers. Cultivate and cherish, 
dearest Brethren, these sentiments of loyalty, which 
your religion, your interest, and inclinations enjoin ; 
pray also for the king and those that are in high 
station, that we may lead quiet and holy lives in all 
piety and chastity ; for this is good and acceptable 
before God our Saviour (/). J 

Besides the paternal admonition contained in 
the Encyclical Letter of our most Holy Father Pope 
Leo XII, that we would reside constantly amongst 
you, and feed you with the bread of life, there are 
other subjects to which our attention is directed by 
his Holiness, not less worthy of his pastoral soli- 
citude. The first of these is, dearest Brethren, that 
Latitudinarianism, or indifference in matters of re- 
ligion, which is nearly allied to infidelity. This 
error tends to the destruction of the faith once: 

(/) 1 Tim. 2. v. 2. 



Digitized by LjOOQie 




48 



delivered to the saints, as well as to the corruption 
of morality, and by these means labours to over- 
throw the Church, and to extinguish on the earth 
the religion of Jesus Christ. 

The other is an error of an opposite kind» and 
has its source in an excessive zeal to diffuse die 
Christian religion throughout the earth, but in. a 
manner calculated only to subvert it. This latter is 
the error of the Bible Society, so well known in this 
country, by the number and the zeal of its adherents. 

These errors, dearest Brethren, are equally op- 
posed to the truth of God, though they assail it in 
different directions ; but they are united in their 
opposition to that authority which our divine Re- 
deemer established on the earth, as the depositary 
of that one faith, without which it is impossible to 
please God. 

We know, and hence we are filled with conso- 
lation, that the firmness of your faith is immoveable, 
and for this we render without ceasing thanks, to 
the Lord our God, through the mediation of Jesus 
Christ his Son (g), that he has vouchsafed to de- 
posit in your hearts this most precious gift of heaven. 
We know that you reject all impiety, andthatyouex- 
pect with confidence the fulfilment of the blessedhope 
and the glorious coming of the great God the Sa- 
viour Jesus Christ (h). It is only to console your 
faith, and to caution you more and more against 

( g ) Rom. ch. 1. v. 8. (A) Tit. ch. 2« v. 12, 13. 
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the deceitful wiles of the old serpent, who even 
transforms himself into an angel of light, in order to 
deceive the unwary, that we at all advert to these 
subjects. 

It was foretold by the Apostles of our Lord, 
that in the latter times men would apostatize from 
the faith, led away by the spirit of error, speaking 
lies, and having their conscience seared as with a . 
hot iron ; that from amongst ourselves men would 
arise, speaking perverse things, and who would lead • 
away disciples after them ; that these would be men j 
lovers of themselves, covetous, puffed up, inflated, '• 
proud, blasphemers, lovers of pleasure more than i 
of God ( i ). These predictions have prepared us 

for the assaults to which we are exposed, and being 
foreseen, their power to injure us is thereby lessened. 
Walk, therefore, confidently, but soberly, in the way 
of the commandments of God and of his holy 
Church ; and as the Apostle St. Peter admonishes 
you ( k ), knowing these things before, beware, lest, 
being led away by the error of the unwise, you faU 
from your own steadfastness. Y es, one error alone into 
which these men would seduce you contrary to the 
doctrine which you have learned from your fathers, 
and which has descended by an uninterrupted suc- 
cession from our Saviour Christ, — one error alone 
would cause you to suffer shipwreck as to the faith, 



V- 

(£) lTiWfh.4* v. 1,2. Acts, ch.20. v. 30. 2 Tim. ch.3.y. l,&c. 
(£) 2 Peter, ch. 3, v, 17. 
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because one alone would be sufficient to place you 
in opposition to the divine authority derived from 
the Son of God, the one foundation, besides which 
there can be no other (/). You do not require 
learned or laboured discourses to enable you to dis- 
tinguish truth from error, because error will ren- 
der itself almost tangible by its opposition to the 
doctrine in which the Church of God has instructed 
you from your infancy, as well as by that character of 
novelty which always accompanies it. This character 
of novelty is pointed out to us by the Apostle (ni), 
as the striking mark whereby error can be detected. 
He calls it profane , and desires us -to fly from it. 

| But if novelty in matters of religion is to be avoided, 
you can easily infer that antiquity is to be followed ; 
if novelty be profane, antiquity must be sacred. 
Such is the reflection of the learned Vincent of 
Lerins, Com. in 1 ad Cor. chap. 3. v. 20, in which 
he repeats the sentiment of all antiquity expressed 
by Tertullian, saying, “ Novelty and falsehood in 
religion are the same,” whereas the Holy Ghost 

1 taught the Apostles all truth. 

But above all, to protect you against these men 
who are erring and driving into error, you have the 
infallible testimony of the Church of God, which 
Jesus Christ appointed the depository of his doctrine, 
to preserve it, to explain it, to teach it, promising her 
that she would always be animated and directed by 




(Z) 2 Cor. ch. 3. v. 11. (m) 1 Tim. ch. 0. v. 20. , / , 
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the Holy Ghost, dnd that he himself would be con- 
stantly assisting her till the end of time ; that the 
gates of hell would never prevail against this bul- 
wark, which, as an Apostle says, “ is the pillar and 
foundation of religion and truth («).” The Redeemer 
foresaw how great would be the inconstancy, the 
rashness, the pride, the rebellion of the mind of 
man, and that many even of those who would ve- 
nerate the holy Scriptures, would, in searching into 
their depths, loose the anchor of faith, see vain things, 
and prophesy lies, saying and persevering to say, 
“ the Lord speaketh,” when, as Ezekiel saith, “ the 
Lord had not sent them (o).” He foresaw that such 
men would create dissensions, bring in sects and 
broach heresies, would oppose authority, contradict 
the truth, fluctuate in a chaos of unsettled opinions, 
be tossed about by every wind of doctrine, condemn 
each other, and yet all cry out, “so saith the Lord," 
ait Dominus, whilst they all rejected what the Lord 
had said. He foresaw that these sects, turbulent 
and licentious, known, and scarcely known, by the 
names of their founders, would break the unity of 
his mystic body, which is the Church, and of which 
he himself is the Head ; of that Church which has 
but one Faith, as she has but one Saviour, one 
Baptism, and one Lord; and hence it was that 
he vested in her an infallible authority, which, like a 

(n) John, ch. 14. v. 16, 17. Matth. 16. v. 18. I Tim. ch. 3. v. 15, 
(o) Ez. ch. 13. v. 6, 
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light always shining, could dissipate the darkness of 
error, remove every doubt, interpret faithfully the 
Word of God, and conduct mankind into the haven 
of truth and salvation. And where can this Church 
be found, unless it be she which was built on the 
the Apostles, which received from them the true 
sense and meaning of the Scriptures, and which, at 
her very commencement, decided the disputes and 
settled the doubts which arose amongst the faithful, 
whilst the Holy Ghost dictated her decision ; “it hath 
seemed.good to-ihe Holy Ghost and to us (p).’’ 
Where can this Church be found, if it be not 
she which from that time to the present has sub- 
sisted, and been governed by an uninterrupted 
succession of pastors ? — she who was always urn 
changeable in her faith and morality, and who, like 
her divine Founder, was yesterday, is to-day, and will 
be always the same till the consummation of ages ; — * 
that Church, which, amongst all the sects which 
have sprung up about her, or proceed from her 
bosom, has always, as the pagan Celsus testifies, been 
known by the name of the great Church; — 
that Church which has condemned all other Churches, 
which, like withered branches, were lopped off from 
the ancient and living trunk, whose root is Christ; that 
Church which has triumphed over so many persecu- 
tions excited against her by the Jews, by the pagans, 
by the impious, by all the enemies of her doctrine ; a . 

C p) Acts, ch. 15. v. 8. 
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Church always assailed and never conquered ! In a 
word, where can this Church be found, if it be not 
she which is extended throughout the entire world, 
which alone is one, which alone can glory in the 
title of Catholic — a title which she has borne from 
the apostolic times, which her enemies themselves 
concede to her, and which, if arrogated by any of 
them, serves only to expose their shame. 

In this Church, dearly beloved Brethren, you 
possess the fountain of all true knowledge, and the 
tribunal where God himself presides. He speaks to 
you by the mouths of all her pastors, whom, when 
you hear, you hear him (q). Never deviate from 
her decisions, they are the decisions of the Holy 
Ghost, who governs her, and always preserves the 
purity of her doctrine. Never attend to any voice 
but to her’s, she is the tender mother who has 
brought you forth, who has nursed you in her 
bosom, fed you with milk from her breasts in your 
infancy, and now furnishes you with strong food. 
She watches unceasingly over the deposit of the 
faith which has been confided to her by her hea- 
venly spouse; she is always armed against every 
error, against every impiety, always shining in the 
midst of the disorder and confusion of this world, 
like the morning star from the midst of clouds, to 
direct her children in the ways of truth and salvation'. 
Watch, therefore, we again beseech you by the 



(5) Luc. 10. v. 16 . 
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mercy of God, remain firm, do not fall from your 
steadfastness, be constant in the faith ; repel with 
meekness, but with the zeal of God, all the assaults 
of those who would seduce you ; be strengthened 
and animated with the aid of divine grace against 
all the ungodly, against all enthusiasts and impos- 
tors, watch , stand in the faith, act manfully , and be 
comforted. 1 Cor. ch. 16. v. 13. 

Our holy Father recommends to the observance 
of the faithful, a rule of - ihe O o ngie gation of the 
Index, which prohibits the perusal of the sacred 
Scriptures in the vulgar tongue, without the sanction 
of the competent authorities. His Holiness wisely re- 
marks, “ that more evil than good is found to result 
from the indiscriminate perusal of them, on account 
of the malice or infirmity of men.” In this senti- 
ment of our Head and Chief we fully concur, and a 
sad experience of its justice is found in the excesses 
and conflicting errors of those sects amongst whom, 
such perusal is unrestrained. With us it is not so ; 
and approved versions of the holy Scriptures with 
notes explanatory of the text, are read by many of 
you. with edification and advantage. We rejoice, 
dearly Beloved, that the Word of God should dwell 
abundantly with you ; it is useful to teach, to re- 
prove, to correct, to instruct in justice, and when 
read with piety and devotion, especially in families, 
and at the time of prayer, it assists the man of God, 
whose heart is humble, and whose understanding is 
captivated to the obedience due to Christ, and to 
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his holy Church, to become perfect, and to be fur- 
nished unto every good work. But as heresies have 
arisen, and perverse doctrines, ensnaring souls, and 
precipitating them into the abyss, have been broach- 
ed only when the good Scriptures have been badly 
understood, and when that which was badly under- 
stood was rashly and boldly asserted; hence it is 
necessary that such passages as are hard to be un- i 
derstood, and which the ignorant and unsettled daily , \ 
wrest to their own perdition, be always received in / j 
that sense which the Church of God has assigned j 
to them, and which is the same that she has been ; 
taught by the Holy Ghost. In reading, therefore, * 
the sacred Scriptures, dearly Beloved, seek only to 
become wise to salvation, and avoid that most per- 
verse of all errors, that source of numberless evils, 
that pride and presumption which has desolated the 
Church, and which would tempt you to set up your 
own weak and fallible judgment against the judg- 
ment of the one holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church, which is the Pillar and Ground of 
Truth, illuminated by the Holy Spirit, and directed 
and governed in all her decision» by the Son of 
God. 

As to the books which are distributed by the 
Bible Society, under the names of Bibles or Testa- 
ments, or Tracts, or whatsoever name may be given 
to them, as they treat of religion, and are not sanc- 
tioned by us, or by any competent authority in the 
Catholic Church, the use, the perusal, the reading, 
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or retaining of them, is entirely, and without any 
exception, prohibited to you. To enter into their 
merits or demerits is foreign to our purpose : such 
of them as have come under our observation are 
replete with errors, many of them are heretical, and 
generally they abound in calumnies or misrepresen- 
tations against our holy religion : as such they are 
carefully to be avoided ; and should any of them 
happen to be i^ yaur possession, they are to fee re- 
stored to the persons who may have bestowed them 
to you, or otherwise to be destroyed, except only 
Bibles or Testaments, which if not returned to the 
donors, are to be deposited with the parish priest. 

It is not without reason, dearly Beloved, that we 
thus exhort and enjoin you to exclude from your 
houses these pernicious books, as by accepting of 
them, or retaining them, you would keep in your 
presence artful and designing enemies, who sooner 
or later might deceive you to your ruin. They are 
books, says St. Augustine, speaking of such like, 
from which nothing good, and much evil, can be 
learned ; they are generally artful compilations 
of truth and falsehood blended together, having as 
their immediate object to defame or ridicule our 
holy religion, its doctrines, its ministers, its rites, and 
ceremonies. 

Hence, dearest Brethren, such books have been, 
and ever will be, execrated by the Catholic Church ; 
and hence also those salutary laws and ordinances, 
whereby she has at all times prohibited her children 
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to read or retain them ; nay, why she has frequently 
ordered them to be committed to the flames. 

Such prohibition of pernicious books is so con- 
sonant to right reason, that the voice of nature in- 
structed the pagans to remove them from society. 
Rome, when immersed in idolatry, commanded, by 
an edict of the senate, that books reputed hostile to 
her institutions should be burned in the forum (r) ; 
and Athens, a city not less celebrated for her wisdom, 
expelled a teacher of impiety from amongst her 
citizens, and condemned his works to the flames (s)< 
So the Church of God, ever opposed to error and 
impiety, from her.very origin has employed all her zeal 
and all her energy in condemning false doctrines and 
pernicious books. The Apostle Paul at Ephesus, pre- 
vailed on the new converts in that city to collect toge- 
ther, and burn in public the impure and wicked books 
which they had in their possession ( t ). In the great 
council of Nice, it was decreed (and the decree was 
executed by the renowned emperor Constantine) 
that the works of the blasphemous Arius should be 
committed to the flames (u). The other general 
councils followed a precedent so wise and salutary. 
The writings of the impious Nestorius were con- 
demned in the council of Ephesus, and burned by 
order of the emperor Theodosius ( v ). Those of 
Eutyches condemned at Chalcedon, met with a si- 
milar fate (to), and each succeeding age furnishes 

(r) Vah M. Lib. 1. ch. 1. (*) Cicero, Lib. 1. de Nat. Deor. 

(f) Acts, cb. 19. y. 19. («) Socr. Lib. 1. ch. 6. 

(») L. Dam. c. de Her. (w) L. Matbem. c. de Epig. 

H 
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new examples of this seasonable interposition of her 
authority by the Church, and b.y those wise and re- 
ligious sovereigns who secured their own* thrones, 
and the peace and happiness of their subjects, whilst 
they lent their aid to the suppression of pernicious 
books. Exclude, therefore, from your houses and 
from your possession, from yourselves, your children, 
and your domestics, all tracts and, .books of whatso- 
ever description; which,' treating of religion, come 
from a suspected source, or which do not bring with 
them the genuine sanction of those whom the Holy 
Ghost has placed to rule the Church of God. Know- 
ing in whom you have believed, keep the farm of sound 
woi'ds, which you have heard from us in faith, and in 
that charity which is in Christ Jesus (.r). 

And now, Very Rev. and Rev. and dearly be- 
loved Brethren, of whatsoever rank or condition to 
whom these our instructions are directed, and whom, 
as God is our witness (y ), we love with the most 
paternal affection, we beseech you all to keep ever 
present to your mind the exalted and happy end for 
which you have been created; that here, as expe- 
rience proves, you have not a lasting city ; that there 
is no resting-place upon this earth which we inhabit, 
but that w.e seek for one that is to come (z). Pur- 
sue your journey thither, dearly Beloved ! and for the 
rest, whatsoever things that are true, whatsoever 
things are modest, whatsoever things are just, what- 
soever things are holy, whatsoever things are amia- 

(*) 2 Tim. cb. 1. v. 13. (y) Philip, ch. J. v. 8, 

(~) Heb. ch. 23. v. 14. 
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ble, whatsoever things are of good repute ; if there 
be any virtue, if there be any praise of discipline, 
think on these (< aa ) ; and may the peace of God, which 
surpasseth all understanding, reign in your hearts by 
the grace and through the merits of Jesus Christ ( bb ), 
to whom be all honour and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen ( cc ). 

And that these our instructions may come to the 
knowledge of all, we desire that portions of them be 
read at the time of Mass by our Clergy on succes- 
sive Sundays in the presence of the faithful. 

Given under our Signs manual, 



4 Patrick Curtis, D. D . 
4 Oliver Kelly , D . D . 

4* Patrick Joseph Plunkett 
D. D. 

4« Farr el O'Reilly, D . D . 
4* Peter McLaughlin, D.D. 
4* James Magauran, D . D . 
4* Peter Waldron, D . D. 
4- James Keating, D. D. 
4- Edward Kiernan, D. D. 
4- Hugh O' Kelly, D. D. 

4* Cornelius Egan , D. D , 
4- Patrick Maguire , D. D. 
Edmund Ffrench, D. D, 



4* Daniel Murray, D. D. 
4* Robert Laffan, D. D . 
4* Wm. Coppinger, D. D. 
4- James O' Shaughnessy , 
D. D. 

4* Kiaran Marum, D. D. 
4* John Murphy, D. D. 

4* George Thomas Plun- 
kett, D . D. 

4 Charles Tuohy, D. D . 
4 James Doyle, D . D. 

4 Patrick Kelly, D. D. 

4 Patrick M ( Gettigan, 
D.D. 

4 Patrick M ( Mahon, D.D. 
4 Robert Logan, D. D. 
William Crolly, Vic . 
Cap. D. D. 
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(cc) Rom. ch. 16. v, 17. 
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